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It was exactly 1 year ago, when THAT woman from Michigan said, “No, no, no.” 

No hugging, no smooching, no gathering in groups; this parasite’s nasty, so don’t you be duped! 

Don’t worry, it won’t be long we were told. It wasn’t long before THAT story got old. 

Here it is Easter 2021, and we are still far from being done. 

Maybe the summer? Maybe the fall? Who knows? Right now, it’s anyone’s call. 

So when U of M closed the Anderson Room, we had little recourse but to hop onto Zoom. 

Then President Rosemarie wasted no time and turned our meetings around on a dime. 

We went right to virtual, meeting on screen, with a few growing pains, if you know what I mean. 

Perhaps you were there on that first fateful day, we had a bit to learn is all I can say. 

Like when I invited you to sing along with me – and we ended up with a cacophony! 

We very quickly did seem to learn that your microphone to off must be turned. 

It took us more than just a few weeks to know to mute ourselves lest we speak, 

During an announcement or, worse, the speaker’s stuff, the learning curve was kind of rough. 

But thanks to Lori and her perseverance, we are dialed now, we got the dance. 

Our meetings are polished, or so it would seem, thanks to Jim Egerdal and his Zoom team.  

And what about music, oh we do love to sing, Well, Ingrid and songsters still make our halls ring. 

And each meeting starts in a musical mode, thanks to the one and only Tom Strode! 

Each week Mary Steffek Blaske, Agnes Reading, and Karen Gladney secure inspirers, reporters, and 

attendance takers gladly. 

And, Fred, oh Fred, photographer extraordinaire, makes sure that our photos are the ones with good 

hair! 

So why do 90+ people join every week? Well, Dawn Johnson and the program committee get the 

speakers who speak, 

Of topics engaging and of interest to all, they cover government, good works, topics large and small. 

Committees still meet on a regular basis, doing good work while only seeing each others’ faces. 
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Working toward peace and justice and Helping Kids Succeed, we continued to find ways to help those in 

need. 

We anticipated the challenges the pandemic would create, and IHPC pivoted, did not hesitate. 

Your generous donations raised $62K and our disaster relief was well underway. 

We supported 13 organizations in Washtenaw County, thanks to that commitment from you and me. 

And, in the wake of the unjust acts against Blacks, our Club could not tolerate those horrific attacks. 

We formed the Anti-Racism Committee or ARC, planning to leave a positive mark. 

ARC is capably led by our own Marcia Lane, with a goal that the world will not be the same. 

Speaking of change, RI president Holger Knaack, said that in order for Rotary to stay on track, 

We need to get better at staying relevant and thus, we’ve been engaging in youth development. 

Quite honestly, Aleia MacDonald and the Membership crew are doing an outstanding job as they recruit, 

11 new members since July alone, some who have only known a smart phone! 

Our Rotaractors and Interactors have been working this year, finding projects in which they can all 

volunteer. 

We’ve 22 pairs for the Rotaract mentorship, showing that Rotarians indeed are still hip! 

The GTO was forced to make a pivot, saving many from buying Mulligans and replacing those divots. 

We held a great night with Paesano’s and wine while still raising money, which was the design. 

A silent auction led by Secretary-elect Kathy Waugh raised more money for our good works, voila! 

Thanks to your overwhelming generosity, Community Allocations can continue to Help Kids Succeed! 

We helped people with taxes, connected jobs with vets, ensured kids had food, it’s about as good as it 

gets. 

We gathered at Gallup, our Environmental Signs on display, we were masked and apart, but we had a 

great day. 

Tom Millard talked some trash and on another nice day, Rotarians cleaned up our Adopt-a-Highway. 

They cleaned up the trash, and I still want to say, I wonder who lost that gold skirt of lamé? 

We kept moving forward, thanks in part to our Board, people who see serving as their own reward.   

PE Susan Froelich, Past President Rosemarie, Treasurer Oiumet ,and Secretary Barbara E. 

Directors Lauren Heinonen, Peg Talburtt, Norma Sarkar, Steve Pierce, Arthur Williams, and, yes, Tom 

Millard. 

We’ve worked to shore up practices and communication making us a more efficient organization. 
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Admittedly some things are my pet peeves, like don’t reply all when it’s only to me. 

Or when I say you’ve 1 minute or two, I mean 120 seconds, not 122. 

And those email strings would leave me aghast, so now they’re becoming a thing of the past.  

We’ve continued our giving, through our time, talent, and treasure, our impact is more than we can all 

measure. 

And while it was not the year we envisioned, we can be proud we stayed true to our mission. 

There is no doubt that my year will all be on the screen, I’m fine with the title of RCAA Zoom Queen. 

I thank you for supporting me and all that we do, I know I could not do it without all of you. 

Your kind comments and thoughts that you’ve sent my way, mean more to me than I can ever say. 

I promised from lemons, limoncello we’d make, and while this year’s not been a real piece of cake, 

We did pretty well, and I hope ‘fore too long, we’ll get together and sing a live song. 

And we’ll drink a toast to this crazy year, and put it behind us with one Rotary cheer. 

 

 


