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Distinguished Service Award Presentation 

David B. Williams 
January 29, 2020 

 
John White: 
President Rosemarie and fellow Rotarians, it is my great privilege to make today’s 
presentation of the club’s highest honor; the Distinguished Service Award. The DSA is 
given to those individuals and organizations who have exemplified the Rotary motto of 
“Service Above Self” in their professional achievements, community involvement and/or 
contributions to local and international Rotary service. 
 
The committee in charge of this year’s selection and presentation process is chaired by 
the immediate past President Greg Stejskal. The members are Susan Froelich, Rob Shiff 
and myself. The club usually awards a total three to five annually. Over the years, about 
160 DSAs have been presented. Over 50 current members of our club hold this 
distinction. 
 
Our custom for most of these awards is that it be given as a surprise. Thus, I will not 
reveal the recipient’s name until later although most of you should make the connection 
well in advance. 
 
The award for today goes to a Rotarian who is being recognized primarily for his long 
career of dedicated service to the club… <Downs interrupts> 
 
Downs Herold: 
Excuse me, I understand that this award is very significant for the honoree but it is also 
a reflection on this venerable organization as well as Rotary International. Will you 
assure us that his work is worthy? 
 
John: 
Certainly. Our awardee has been the Club’s Sergeant-at-Arms since the 2006-2007 
Rotary year. The bylaws call for the person serving in this position to be selected by the 
Board of Directors at its meeting in July. Thus, 14 different boards have chosen to 
charge our honoree with the daunting major tasks of ensuring our facilities are ready for 
meetings and maintaining order among the attendees. We have been blessed that his 
silent but imposing presence at virtually every meeting has obviated the need for him to 
address unruly behavior. Therefore, his primary duty is to prepare our venues. I am 
confident we can all agree that he has fulfilled that role in exemplary fashion. During his 
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term, he has set up our meeting room approximately 600 times. Combine that with his 
attendance at approximately 150 board meetings and you have the greatest example of 
an exceptionally competent and dedicated Rotarian. While he clearly demonstrates 
“Service Above Self” in all his endeavors, he is not completely selfless and does, on 
occasion, take some time for vacations and other family activities. For those dates when 
he wasn’t with us, he had recruited some substitutes who he had trained and given 
concise written guidance as back up. 
 
<hold up the list of instructions and let the three pages unfold> 
 
It’s abundantly clear that his work has been extraordinarily valuable to the club and a 
shining reflection of the best that Rotary has to offer… <Ken interrupts> 
 
Ken Fischer: 
Obviously, he has worked long and hard on behalf of the Club but here in Ann Arbor, we 
seem to be big on recognizing “Michigan Men.” Does our awardee have a Rotary 
pedigree? Can we rightfully call him a “Rotary Man?” 
 
John: 
Absolutely. Rotary is a family affair for our honoree. His father joined our club in 1982 
and was our President, our District Governor and eventually a Distinguished Service 
Awardee. Our honoree joined the club in 1994. He was sponsored by you and Peter 
Allen. He has since become a multiple Paul Harris Fellow and a member of our 
Sustainers’ Society. As a further link in the Rotary legacy, his daughter joined the Club 
last year after many years, along with his wife, helping out at major Club functions like 
our Golf & Tennis Outing. There can be no dispute that he is truly a “Rotary Man.” 
Thank you for that question. 
 
I believe everything is now in order and that it is time to reveal the name of our latest 
recipient of the Club’s Distinguished Service Award. The envelope, please. 
 
<Rosemarie hands John the envelope. John opens it to reveal Dave’s name. 
The slide show starts.> 
 
Now that you know the name, here’s a little background on Dave. His family, headed by 
future Rotary Club President Brymer Williams, moved to Ann Arbor in the late 1940s. 
Dave attended Angell Elementary, Tappan Intermediate, and Ann Arbor High. As a 
proud graduate of UofM in History, he is a “Michigan Man” as well as a “Rotary Man.” 
With diploma in hand, Dave married Carol and spent a short time in banking before 
embarking on his lifelong career in real estate and property management. His “Old 
Town” banner still flies, carried by daughter Ann. Their other daughter, Deb, is an 
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attorney and joined our club last year. Dave and Carol just celebrated 55 years together 
and have four grandchildren and two great grandchildren.  
 
We have a number of Past Presidents in the room. I ask all of them who Dave served to 
stand for a second or two and then to come up front for a photo immediately after the 
meeting. 
 
After working with Dave for more than 15 years, I have always been impressed with his 
abilities to anticipate needs and carry out difficult and unpredictable tasks in an 
apparently effortless manner. His demeanor reminds me of a duck moving across a 
pond. Everything we can see is smooth and quiet but underneath the surface, he must be 
paddling like crazy. 
 
Thus, on behalf of the DSA committee, the past presidents he has supported and all the 
members of the club who have benefited from his tireless dedication, it is my honor to 
present this Distinguished Service Award to our long-serving and greatly beloved 
Sergeant-at-Arms, David B. Williams. 
 
<Dave comes to the podium during the applause> 
 
We have an extra special treat today. A DSA is not an uncommon occurrence but it is 
rare that there is a second one in the family tree. What is truly rare is to witness Dave at 
the podium with a live microphone. 
 
< Read the inscription, present the plaque, allow Dave to say a few words, and have him 
introduce the rest of his family before returning the meeting to Rosemarie> 
 

******* After the meeting ********** 
 
<Carol, Deb, Ken, Rosemarie and John gather together for a photo with Dave in front of 
the Rotary banner. Take another with Dave and his family and a third with all his past 
presidents> 


